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An experience, happily now rare in the world,
shows that wealth may come very near to perishing
through diminished energy in the motives of the men
who reproduce it. You may, so to speak, take the
heart and spirit out of the labourers to such an extent
that they do not care to work. Jeremy Bentham
observed about a century ago that the Turkish
Government had in his day impoverished some of the
richest countries in the world far more by its action
on motives than by its positive exactions ; and it has
always appeared to me that the destruction of the
vast wealth accumulated under the Roman Empire,
one of the most orderly and efficient of governments,
and the decline of Western Europe into the squalor
and poverty of the Middle Ages, can only be
accounted for on the same principle. The failure of
reproduction through relaxation of motives was once
an everyday phenomenon in the East; and this ex-
plains to students of Oriental history why it is that
throughout its course a reputation for statesmanship
was always a reputation for financial statesmanship.
In the eaily days of the East India Company, villages
" broken by a severe settlement" were constantly
calling for the attention of the Government ; the
assessment on them did not appear to be excessive
on English fiscal principles, but it had been heavy
enough to press down the motives to labour, so that
they could barely recover themselves. The pheno-